Leadership Forum 2000, 15-17 February, 2000, Imperial Queen’s Park Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

The success of the Inaugural Leadership Forum in February 1999 led to the convening of “Leadership Forum 2000” during 15-17 February, 2000 at the Imperial Queen’s Park Hotel in Bangkok, Thailand. It is a great honour for the Foundation for International Human Resource Development to have Prof. Dr. HRH Princess Chulabhorn Mahidol to grace this extraordinary event, give the opening address, and declare the Leadership Forum 2000 open officially.

The Forum once again brought together regional and international leaders and experts in to exchange ideas and experiences, and suggest concrete courses of action on the overall theme concerning “New Realities of the Global Economy in the 21st Century : Implications on Human Resource Development Strategies”. In addition to this overall theme, there were five groups of concurrent workshops which focused on the following important areas: firstly, Alternative Approaches to World Development: Good Governance and Social Impact; secondly, Enhancing and Empowerment Appropriate Sectors -- SMEs and Skills Development, and Value Added Agriculture; thirdly, Core Competencies for Human Resources in the 21st Century -- International/Cross-cultural Management and Education / Knowledge; fourthly, Implications of Technology in the Globalized World -- E-Commerce, and R&D / Product Innovation; and finally, Tourism (Service Sector).  

The workshops were chaired by top management and experts from both the government and private sectors : Dr. Amporn Srisermbhok, Dean, Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwiroj University; Mr. Chavarat  Charnvirakul, Chairman of the Advisory Board, Sino-Thai Engineering & Construction Public Company Limited; Dr. Chumpol  Pornprapa, Chairman, S.P. Suzuki Public Company Limited; Thanpuying Niramol Suriyasat, Chairperson of Toshiba Thailand Ltd ; Professor Watler W. Leibrecht, President, Schiller International University, London; Mr. Petepong Pungbun Na Ayudhya, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives; Dr. Pichet  Durongkaveroj, Advisor, National IT Committee Secretariat; Mr. Pradech Phayakvichien, Governor, Tourism Authority of Thailand; Mr. Thammarak Karnpisit, Chief Executive Planning Advisor, NESDB; Mr. Wichit  Na-Ranong, President of Thailand Tourism Society.

All participants in the Forum gained valuable insights and better understanding as regards the incredible range of opportunities opening up to them, as well as the multi-dimensional challenges confronting them, through globalization and borderless linkages, fast-paced technological progress, the increasing importance of web-based commerce and transactions.  And they left with a heightened sense of direction and readiness for the realities of the “21st Century”.  
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