Executive Summary of Leadership Forum 2002
The Foundation for International Human Resource Development convened the four annual international forum, namely Leadership Forum 2002, under the theme “Rethinking of Globalization: Networking and Partnership”. It was a great honour for the Foundation for International Human Resource Development to have H.E. General Prem Tinsulanonda, President of the Privy Council and Statesman, to officially open the Leadership Forum 2002. 
There were very eminent people joining the Forum -- H.E. Mr. Pongpol Adireksarn, Deputy Prime Minister; H.E. Mr. Korn Dabbaransi, Deputy Prime Minister; Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva, Former Minister to the Prime Minister’s Office; M.R. Sukhumbhan Paribatra, Chairman of Chumphot-Pantip Foundation. Also participants are Ambassadors, experts and interested audience, approximately 250 persons from 25 countries and international organizations, NGOs etc.

The Leadership Forum 2002 was assembled in response to the need as well as demand for the wider dissemination of information and experiences concerning major, emerging issues under the rethinking of Globalization. Globalization has produced great wealth but the benefits have not been equally or durably shared among global communities and countries. Some of the major issues and policy actions for human resource development and management under the rethinking of by the eminent speakers and experts at the Leadership Forum 2002. 
The Leadership Forum 2002 consists of 6 main sessions during three-day meeting at the Imperial Queen’s Park Hotel, Bangkok during 19-21 August 2002. 
The first session includes the keynote statements from H.E. General Prem Tinsulanonda, President of the Privy Council and Statesman; H.E. Mr. Korn Dabbaransi, Deputy Prime Minister; H.E. Mr Pongpol Adireksarn, Deputy Prime Minister; M.R. Sukhumbhan Paribatra, Chairman of Chumphot-Pantip Foundation; Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva, Former Minister to the Prime Minister’s Office; Prof. Dr. Victor Fung, Group Chairman of Li & Fung; and Prof. Omar Martinez Legorreta, University of Colima, Mexico. 

The second session is the VDO interview presentation between H.E. Dr. Supachai Panitchapakdi and Dr. Chira Hongladarom on "WTO: Development Role in Closing the Gap between Rich and Poor". 

The third session is the panel discussion on "Rethinking of Globalization” by Prof. Dr. Donald Hellman, Director of APEC Centre and Dr. Olarn Chaipravat, Shinawatra University.

The fourth session is the panel discussion session comprising of two main panel discussions namely on “China-The Great Power” and “GMS Countries – Maximizing Potential” 

The final session is “Concluding Remark: Charting the Future Course of Action” by Mr. Thamarak Karnpisit, Board Member of the Foundation, Prof. Donald Hellmann, director of APAC Center of University of Washington, Seattle. 

The First session

H.E. General Prem Tinsulanonda

The opening address was given by H.E. General Prem Tinsulanonda, President of the Privy Council and Statesman. And express his view that the globalized environment, problems and crises no longer confine themselves to any particular region but they can spread to other regions. This phenomenon goes some way towards explaining the recent economic crisis in Asia and also the on-going crisis in Latin America. Lessons from the past should give us some clues and solutions for any future similar crisis. Given both the rapid pace and extensive scope of change, regional and international cooperation based squarely on a borderless strategy are indeed the keys to our survival as they will pool together our collective resources as well as enhance our collective strengths and competitiveness. And highlighted “Knowledge” as a special component in ensuring the survival the modernization of our country. The knowledge acquisition, not just in the sciences and technologies but also of other nations” experiences in development and reforms, continues to play a central role in building capacity and charting the course of our own national development.

H.E. Mr. Korn Dabbaransi

A Keynote speech on “Globalization: Thailand’s Vision” made by; H.E. Mr. Korn Dabbaransi, Deputy Prime Minister, defined globalization as fast changes, open trade, investments, smooth flows of information, the smaller and closely connected world, opportunities and challenges. He cited Asian economic crisis in 1997 and the widening gap between the rich and the poor as the threats from globalization. Thailand has to question itself about its readiness for globalization and the intense competition in the modern world. Moreover, he requested the fortunate nation to extend the less privileged ones for a hand of a good will or friendship at cross-border cooperation and collaboration for mutual development. People were capital in which a nation can invest and those who are key to survive in globalization era must possess capabilities and knowledge to collect, organize and apply information to adapt to meet the demands at work, leadership, loyalty, honesty, perseverance, hard working and dedicating to responsibility and be literate. “Economy of Speed” was applied to the bureaucracy of Thai government and became “CEO Ambassador Project”. He also mentioned about decentralization. Finally, the suggested survival strategies in globalization era consist of international cooperation such as ACD and BOAO, education reform, teaching how to think, knowledge-based society building and entrepreneur training. 

H.E. Mr Pongpol Adireksarn

A Dinner Speech on “Education : Wealth of the Nation” made by H.E. Mr Pongpol Adireksarn, Deputy Prime Minister, described Thailand during economic crisis in 1997. Moreover, the Constitution regarded education to be a wealth of nation. Furthermore, the first National Education Act in 1999’s major policies were presented as follows: 

Thailand’s provision on 12-year basic education 

The combination of Ministry of Education, Ministry of University Affairs and Office of the National Education Commission into a new Ministry of Education 

Thailand’s standard of education 

Helping people learning to learn and think and 

Encouraging learner-centered approach. 

According to the Prime Minister, process of learning reform is a way to increase the intellectual wealth of the nation by improving the national competitiveness in international arena. The new program supporting this vision consists of making national roadmap of learning from 0-20 years of age, integrating all sources of knowledge existing in various public and private agencies as a pool of learning material and seeking new partnership from other countries. 

H.E. Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva

The Luncheon Talk on "Globalization after September 11th" made by H.E. Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva, Former Minister to the Prime Minister’s Office, talked about all the aspirations and expectations that people had from globalization, the problems before September 11 and the impacts of terrorism. Globalization as the advance of Information Technology, freedom of movement and communications across the world, opening up of several opportunities in terms of economy, politics and society and threats which widen the gap between the rich and the poor. The anti-globalization movement was also mentioned. Finally, he suggested the strategies for dealing with globalization such as managing changes and diversity. 

H.E. M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribatra

A Luncheon Talk on the "Globalization, 9/11 and Pacific Asian Security" was made by H.E. M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribatra, Chairman of Chumphot-Pantip Foundation. 
He said that globalization has brought and will continue to bring the opportunities for societal and individual progress, especially where developing countries with small population and natural resources are concerned and access to global resources, markets, reservoirs or technologies, ideas and information enables nations, communities and individuals to acquire wealth and income far greater. However, globalization can inflict terrible costs to these things such as structurally weak economies, developing societies’ traditional institutions, culture and ways of life uprooted by rapid change, industrialization’s impacts up on the quality and availability of land and water resources, millions of city migrants with high expectations of material advancement and less equitable income and wealth distribution. Many developing, non-western countries perceived the globalization as the phenomenon by the west and unjust and dangerous to them. He presented the details about terrorist attack and impacts and views about terrorism as follows: 

War and violence is not the way of Islam 

Historically, Muslim has not been the only religious group, engaged in excessive violence or use terror as a means to political ends. 

Terrorism is not only a threat to western or industrialized countries but also a danger to all countries. 

Terrorism threatens not only states or governments but also innocent civilians engaging in their routines of daily lives. 

Legitimacy is a key to formulating and implementing of responses tot he challenge of international terrorism. 

Where democratic societies are concerned, there should be unequivocal commitment to democratic values in the formation and implementation of policy against international terrorism. 

Technology and knowledge are important assets for dealing with international terrorism.

Finally, international cooperation was suggested as a way for fighting to terrorism. 

Prof. Dr. Victor Fung

The keynote speech on “The Role of China and its impact on Asia” by Prof. Dr. Victor Fung, Group Chairman of Li & Fung Ltd. 
He said that we should not be afraid of China. We should search for the best way to deal with China in term of economic issue. Asian countries do not have to compete with China in all aspects but should encourage joint venture with China. Thailand should apply niche market strategy or try to focus on what Thailand can do the best and sustainability. Nowadays is economy of speed. The winner is the one who can most quickly respond to customers' needs. In the view of foreign direct investment or FDI, many people think that China would attract most FDI. Investment competition also includes the living standard of foreign investor, freedom, human right and democracy and these are Thailand's strengths in investment competition. 

Prof. Omar Martinez Legorreta

The keynote speech on “Globalization: Latin American Perspective” was made by Prof. Omar Martinez Legorreta, El Colgio Mexiquense and University of Colima. 
He defined globalization as the interaction among nations, more accessibility of communication systems and the use of a “virtual monetary mechanism”. He also talked about Globalization in Latin America in several aspects such as Education, Cultural Dimension, Sustainable Development and other revolution. 

The Second session

A VDO interview between H.E. Dr. Supachai Panitchapakdi and Dr. Chira Hongladarom on "WTO : Development Role in Closing the Gap between Rich and Poor". This interview focused on his responsibility related to WTO, Doha Development Agenda in 2005, his participation in FIHRD’s forum, strategies for dealing trade, finance, unemployment problem, human resource thinking process and policy making, social safety nets challenge in Thailand, and strategies of competitiveness.

The Third session

A panel discussion on "Rethinking of Globalization” by Prof. Dr. Donald Hellman, Director of APEC Centre and Dr. Olarn Chaipravat, Shinawatra University.

Professor Donald C. Hellmann, University of Washington

He presented Globalization the United States in the Wake of September 11 or The Four P’s : Paradigms, Policies, Paradoxes and Proposals. He said that the terrorist attack stimulate the U.S. to think at global level in terms of security, politics and a reform of multilateral institutions. The Four P’s like Paradigms, Policies, Paradoxes and Proposals are taken into consideration. Paradigms are ideal models used for remaking global multilateral institutions consist of The Washington consensus or market-based capitalism and democracy; Asian Model; The current technological [Information Technology (IT)] revolution. Policies are responses to immediate pressures to act undertaken within the current international framework of power and installations without paying attention to the competing paradigms. Paradoxes are competing paradigms; Asian regionalism VS globalization; The Invisible Hand of the Market VS. the Need for Promoting International (and National) Public Goods; Third Wave Age – the computer/ Internet driven Information Age VS to reboot the Asian Miracle. Proposals are to address the pressures for a globalism in a constructive way. 

Dr. Olarn Chaipravat, Shinawatra University,

He talked about “Paradigm; Definition and Classifications” which focused on incidents in East Asia after the 1997 financial crisis, the possibility of creating new financial infrastructure for East Asia, future of East Asia, financial situation after China’s entry to WTO, policy choices of East Asia and impacts of situation in East Asia on political leadership and policy coordination among the ASEAN, China, Japan and Korea. 

The Fourth session comprised of two main panel discussions; “China-The Great Power”; and “GMS Countries – Maximizing Potential”.

The first panel: “China-The Great Power” focuses on key issues such as the future and influence of China, the impacts of China's accession into WTO on human resource, the role of China in Asian monetary co-operation, the possibilities of networking and partnership in tourism, investment and the future infrastructure link with China through Asia. Several experts such as Prof. Dr. Victor Fung, Dr. Sarasin Viraphol, Prof. Dr. Kar-Yiu Wong, Mr. Zhang Zhongcho, Dr. Pisanu Rianmahasarn, Pakdee Tanapura, Dr. Atchaka Brimble, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suthiphand Chirathivat, Mr. Suwat Jutakorn, and Mr. Randall M. Shannon shared their own views and experiences on China in this panel discussion

Prof. Dr. Victor Fung, Group Chairman of Li & Fung Ltd. 

He presented his keynote speech on “China/Asia Network and Partnership” which concentrated on the crucial role of Hong Kong because it is accounted for about 40% of China's total international trade, 50% of Chinese foreign investment, 10% of ASEAN's overall trade and rank number nine in the world in terms of overall trade terms Moreover, Hong Kong has the world's largest container port and international air cargo center so would be the future’s leading logistic center in Asia. Hong Kong would continue to play a fairy vital role in terms of inter-mediating between the Chinese economy emergence in the world and also trade and financial flows in their regions.

Dr. Sarasin Viraphol, Senior Executive Vice President, Charoen Pokphand Group Co Ltd.

He delivered his keynote speech on “Thai-China Co-operation Strategies”, which focused on agricultural cooperation. How far the world was globalized, people still needed to produce food to eat. Thus, agriculture remains important and plays a major role in the development of China and GMS. Thailand is in the leading position in agricultural production while China consumes most of the food in the world. WTO will enhance agricultural cooperation because China and GMS will have to liberalize agricultural sector. Despite a lot of stakes in their venture and control, Thailand’s private sector has made a major contribution to Thailand economic and agriculture development. The government should consider that agriculture is probably the closest area for trade and development. 

Prof. Dr. Kar-Yiu Wong, Professor of Economics, University of Washington 

He addressed keynote speech on “Impacts of China’s Accession to the WTO on Asia”. The impacts can be divided into three views: wide elephant view, competitiveness view and giant sucking sound view. 

From “Wide elephant view”, China is wide and difficult to control. Despite China’s size and population, it is not a big economic power yet. China’s leaders have strongly and repeatedly expressed the intention to be a good neighbor and are very positive about forming a free trade area. 

“Competitiveness view” illustrates China’s competitiveness after joining WTO. WTO requires China to liberalize its trade so China has to import more goods and can allocate more of its resources to produce more goods for export. China would fiercely compete with ASEAN because they have a lot of unskilled labor, produce similar labor-intensive goods and share the same markets. China’s labor cost is much lower so ASEAN exports may lose competitiveness. Since China and ASEAN are at different stages of development, in some of their products actually do not compete directly with each other. 

“Giant sucking sound view” reflects that China is probably the biggest recipient of FDI among developing country. China and ASEAN can be complement in term of receiving FDI because they have different stages of development and various features of different markets such as different types of workers. Prof. Dr. Wong suggested that we should take advantage of China’s lower labor cost and huge market. 

Mr. Zhang Zhongcho, the Vice President of Asia Institute 

He presented his keynote speech on “China’s Policy on WTO” which concentrated on problems that Chinese government has faced after entering WTO such as high NPL, poor banking system, inadequate experience in insurance, prohibition of foreign insurance, low agricultural productivity, lack of cultivated land, peasants’ unemployment, inflation, the deposit of finance, the gap between rich and poor, government function and legal system. 

Dr. Pisanu Rienmahasarn, Deputy Director – General, Ministry of Commerce 

He talked about Investment in China. He said that Deng Xiao Ping established three phases of opened economic development plan. The first two phases focus on the east-coast cities while others concentrate on developing the western region of China. The eastern part has been developed for about twenty years whereas the western part only started a few years. The development of the eastern part has built up the income for Chinese people in this area. This leads to the differences of the income of Chinese. Those with higher income try to consume better-quality product and more variety of products. This is good for Thailand to promote our product or quality into China. After becoming WTO member, China has to buy to under WTO regulations so Thai rice products have better opportunity to be exported to China. So do other agricultural products, food products, items for Chinese ladies and construction materials. Thailand can also collaborate with China in the automobile, auto parts and service area like in hotel, restaurants and tourism. After connecting the road from the northern part of Thailand to southern part of China in Yunnan or having the port to Andaman, Thailand can be a gateway for China to launch the activities: the trade, investment and tourism through Thailand to Africa, Europe, Middle East and especially to India which has a population of 1 billion.

Mr. Pakdee Tanapura, Member of the National Committee on Kra Canal Project Feasibility Study

He presented "Kra Canal" project. Kra Canal will be starting from the province of Songkhla on the Gulf of Thailand to the province of Satun bordering the Andaman Sea and will save 28 to 40 hours from Pacific and Indian Oceans, a region that is sustaining more than two thirds of world population. Kra Canal is considered as a project of ASEAN countries. Kra Canal will jump start the economy of ASEAN countries and will create inflows of investment around the area namely, throughout economic and development of industrial zone around Kra Canal including China. 

Dr. Atchaka Brimble

She suggested Thailand-China Investment strategies. The shared strategies consist of proactive marketing for attracting customers and foreign business to invest, partnering with local Thai and Chinese enterprises and government agencies, Chinese educational institutions to promote Chinese language teaching, establishing overseas offices in China to assist and facilitate Chinese investors and targeting the right industry and locations. 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suthiphand Chirathivat, Dean, Faculty of Economics, Chulalongkorn University 

He presented Monetary Co-operation. The EURO bring about Asian monetary cooperation. In crisis, we talk about the need of exchange rate policy and the role of regional arrangement. However, Japan opposed the Asian Monetary Fund (AMF) in September, 1997 in Bangkok. As the crisis pass, it is difficult for IMF to justify any fundamental reforms at the global. The dollar standard of East Asia be pegged before the crisis and tried to revert it after the crisis, between floating. However, China performed very well because it was based on dual track graduation and experimentation and also liberalized partially. In general, countries in East Asia now put in place on-going efforts to promote financial and monetary cooperation in the areas of information exchange the regional surveillance, mechanism for resource provision and develop AMF, a full-fled monetary arrangement within the region. 

Mr. Randall M. Shannon , the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce 

He presented the research that he has done with Mr. Chanin Yoopetch. The results showed that, besides beautiful scenery or fascinating culture, Thais’ friendliness and Chinese tourists’friends and relatives’ experiences attract them to Thailand. However, pollution, prostitution, and deterioration of some tourist attractions, and bad traveling experience from Thais and preferences over other destination barrier them to visit Thailand. The suggestions of this research include the more strict control over tour agency standards and tour guide licensing, being highly concerned about word of mouth effects, focusing on destination marketing and considering the customers’ needs and preferences to improve Thailand’s images in tourists’ minds. 

Mr. Suwat Jutakorn, Tourism Authority of Thailand

He suggested tourism strategies for Thailand such as setting up high quality standard for tour program with reasonable price, opening tourist offices between two countries in exchange, developing human resources in tourism especially in area of cross cultural training, designing special package for the Chinese eg. Honeymoon, inviting the high ranking delegates from CNTA to Thailand for closer relationship. Thailand should use these strengths such as value for money, popularity in the Chinese market, gateway to neighboring countries, as our selling points. Moreover, Thailand should improve tour guides’ behaviors and Chinese fluency, the variety of activities and number of new advertised attraction, availability of direct flights and Royal Thai Consulate to issue visas. 

The second panel: “GMS Countries – Maximizing Potential” focuses on key issues such as the impact of globalization and crisis on GMS countries, the infrastructure and development in GMS countries, the entry of China into WTO and its impact on GMS countries, the opportunities of Trade and Investment in GMS countries and the existing cooperation – success and failure factors. Several experts such as Mr. Yan Duval, UNESCAP; Mr. Damrong Saengkaweelert, Deputy Director of Regional Economic Development and Cooperation Committee Office of NESDB, Mr Khamsingthavong Nhouyvanisvong, Secretary-General of GMS Business forum and Mr. Peter Brimble, president of The Booker Group Public Co Ltd, Prof. Dr. Yongyuth Yuthavong, Acting Director of Thailand Graduate Institute of Science and Technology and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tong-in Wongsothrn, President of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, Prof. Thierry Lefevre, Director of Center for Energy-Environment Research & Development (CEERD) and Dr. Chira Hongladarom, Secretary – General of the Foundation. presented their views and experiences on GMS in this panel discussion.

Mr. Yan Duval, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)

He presented “UNESCAP HI-FI Plan for private sector Development in the GMS” He explained that ESCAP worked toward for development of the private sector in the GMS region under 3 main frameworks. One, FCDI, Original focus has been mostly on Indo-China region. Two, AAIEP was funded by the government of Germany. Three, TFWG is a UNESCAP - ADB collaboration, partially funded by the government of Japan. The 3 framework have been integrated into what we call the HI-FI plan. The “H” stands for : Human Resource Development at the enterprise level. The “I” stands for: Institutional Capacity Building. The “F” stands for: Facilitation Measures or Facilitation of Trade. The “I” stands for: Investment Promotion. In additional, he siad about UNESCAP strategy for the GMS development is to focus on integration of the region in the multilateral trading system, to private sector development and cooperation and to promote the use of information technology in the region. This can be accomplished through the HI-FI plan but also through a new ESCAP initiative funded by the government of Japan, which we call eHI-FI or eMekong. The ultimate goal is to increase the GMS countries to manage globalization and reduce poverty while taking into account social issues. Regional and sub-regional Cooperation should be a priority for all member countries. The GMS framework is only one of the regional cooperation scheme. ASEAN is another one. To attract investment, it is of the interest of all member countries to actively cooperate and integrate their private sectors together (reduce risk, increase potential market size to attract investors).

Mr. Damrong Saengkaweelert, Deputy Director of Regional Economic Development and Cooperation Committee Office of NESDB,

He presented the GMS Program which promoted closer economic ties and economic cooperation among the six countries that share the Mekong River: Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR), Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, and Yunnan Province of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and focus to develop eight potential sectors: transportation, energy, telecommunication, trade, investment, human resource development, tourism, and environment. Increasing attention under the GMS Program has also been given to other sectors: human resource development, tourism, environment, investment, and trade. Human resource development initiatives have included harmonization of training standards and accreditation/certification, and ways for mitigating the transborder spread of communicable diseases. Very importantly, the program includes initiatives for resolving policy, regulatory, and other nonphysical barriers to cross-border traffic, complementing investments in transportation infrastructure. 

There are definite plans and designations to construct transportation network system link, to encourage the effective private investment in trade, production (both agricultural and industrial), tourism and other services as well as to tangibly solve poverty and environmental management problems of local people. This program is expected to generate higher and more value added skill of productivity of the labor force, increase income and employment opportunities, improve technology for global competitiveness, reduce poverty, increase quality of life, upgrade status of Women to contribute more to the socioeconomic development, ability of minority group and other disadvantage peoples to benefit from services, use ICT in the strategy to equip this sector with modern instrument of for awareness building, technology disseminations, productivity enhancement and efficient service delivery. 

Mr. Khamsingthavong Nhouyvanisvong, Secretary-General of GMS Business forum

He introduced in briefly the GMS Business Forum and its core activities. The GMS Business Forum (GMS – BF) has been established in late 2000 with the assistance and support from Asian Development Bank (ADB) and UN ESCAP. The establishment of GMS – BF can be seen as a big step for the GMS countries to improve the capacity of the business sectors are able to integrate with the world economies more effectively and make survival and success in the tougher global competition through this regional multilateral cooperation. In additional, GMS-BF has been assigned to become the provider of useful service in the networking and partnership establishment between private sector and the GMS governments such as to assist for developing a network of private sector institution (both domestic and foreign) in the GMS region, to strengthen the GMS private sector through a range of activities such as training, exhibition and trade fair, to enhance business sector involvement in the GMS economic cooperation initiatives and to promote IT and E-commerce within the GMS. 

Mr. Peter Brimble, President of The Booker Group Public Co Ltd

He presented “The Emerging Business Communities of the Greater Mekong Subregion : New Directions and new Challenges”. The outline of presentation were the economics of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS), what are the new directions of GMS? , the next steps in the GMS – entering the 10th anniversary year –2002, what are the major challenges for the GMS and for the GMS business?, meeting the challenges of the 21st century, old and new problem for business in the GMS, and the new challenges and new oportunities in the GMS. In additional, he express the opinion that private sector development will determine the future of the GMS and the capacities building of GMS businesses to fit into global supply chains will be the greatest challenge.

Prof. Dr. Yongyuth Yuthavong, Acting Director of Thailand Graduate Institute of Science and Technology and Association

He presented on “Virtual Learning for Southeast Asian and GMS Countries” He said the need for continuing education became from the rapid changes in production and transactions of goods and services demand continuing education. GMS countries are a newly emerging, so it should have special needs for continuing education. Present systems place too much emphasis on formal training divorced from real needs. A ”virtual” system can help solve the problem, especially with learner-driven approaches. Thailand Graduate Institute of Science and Technology (TGIST) and operate as a “virtual plus” institute by virtue of co-operation among National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA) and various universities with the collaboration of the Thai private sector. The course offered Thailand Training Network (satellite), Learn online and NSTDA Online Project (Internet). The ASIAN region and the GMS can gain from virtual education. So that, ASEAN Committee on Science and Technology developed “ASEAN Virtual Institute of Science and Technology” (AVUST), which focus on web-based learning for continuing professional education rather than degree granting.

Prof. Dr. Tong-in Wongsothrn, President of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University (STOU)

He presented on “The GMS Virtual University”. He expressed that STOU, UNESCO Asia and pacific Regional Bureau for Education and SEAMEO Regional Centre for Higher Education and Development (RIHED) co-hosted the Task Force Workshop on “Tourism Programme at a Distance and On-Line for GMS” during May 29-31, 2000. This workshop was attended by representatives of participating universities from Thailand, China, Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, and delegates from the French Embassy, DLF, PATA and AMTA. The areas of interest were GMS Tourism, Information Technology and GMS studies. 

Prof. Thierry Lefevre, Director of Center for Energy-Environment Research & Development, (CEERD)

He presented “International Cooperation on Energy– Environment in the GMS”. He talked about Socio-economic, energy, and environment indicators on the GMS. According to socio-economic indicators, except for Thailand, GMS countries are really poor. Except in China and Thailand, population with access to safe water is less than 40%. Public expenditure on education is less than 3% of GNP, except in Thailand which is 4%, as against 5.2% in middle and 5.5% in high-income countries. According to energy indicators, high demand for energy grew in Thailand, China, and Vietnam. Lao PDR, Myanmar, China are rich energy resource (hydro and natural gas). The environmental problems of the GMS region consist of deforestation, downstream hydropower development impact, biodiversity losses and trade in wildlife, encroachment on protected areas due to transport projects, pollution of waterways

Dr. Chira Hongladarom, Secretary – General of the Foundation

He presented “Proposals for Training in Cambodia and Laos” He said that the future activities of the foundation to training on “Sufficiency Economy and the New Agriculture Theory” in Cambodia and Laos. He emphasized Cambodia and Laos are undergoing a rapid change as a result of globalization. Cambodia and Laos must explore and take advantage of increasing opportunities and reducing negative impacts. However, His Majesty the King’s Sufficiency Economy philosophy emphasizes the middle path as the overriding principle for appropriate conduct and way of life by the populace at all levels. The Sufficiency Economy also leads to more resilient and sustainable economy, better able to meet the challenges arising from globalization and other changes. Overthrew, the foundation organizes this training to increase Cambodia and Laos ‘s capabilities and readiness to the globalization. This training is done through the collaboration between the foundation and Rajabhat Institute Surin of which the curriculum consists of both theoretical and practical studies to bring benefits for both countries. The training approaches are Impact of Globalization to people, philosophy of His Majesty the King, New Agricultural Methodology of Sufficiency Economy and Health and Tourism.

The Final session was “Concluding Remarks: Charting the Future Course of Action” 

Mr. Thammarak Karnpisit, Board Member of the Foundation,

He said that all of us including the Foundation have met a lot of progress. If you are not networking, you are not working. He also admired Dr. Chira’s contribution in networking and encouraged him to keep and addressed the importance of networking are in globalization. 

Prof. Omar Martinez Legoretta, University of Colima,

He admired the Foundation for having started very important task like networking with Latin America academic institutions because it is a very important step for working togehter. He said that this forum provided a lot of useful opportunities for comparison to the situation to some aspect of South East Asian countries’ particularly Thailand’s education reform efforts such as modifying a university program and inviting students and professors research common problems and learn from each other’s experience. Moreover, he stressed the networking between the Foundation and the University of Colima, expected the next visit of Dr. Chira and Mr. Chavarat coming to Mexico and encouraged all representatives from ASEAN and Asia in general ought to follow on the same path. 

Peter J. Van Haren, Joint Foreign Chambers of Commerce and Business Associations in Thailand

He said that the occurrence of the world such as formalizing the EURO and China 's joining WTO have created both new concerns and opportunities. We need to change our way of thinking about globalization by pro-active response. He agreed that it is increasingly necessary to network or form partnerships. Good example of cooperation on a business and government level is the Greater Mekong Sub region initiative which creates a regional economic synergy to compete on a global basis. 

Mr. Kiat Sitheeamorn Managing Director, Pro-En Group of Companies,

He talked about the history of the word “globalization”. He said that one Asian leader viewed globalization as “a tool of the west to conquer the east”. He himself described globalization with these words: mobility (of capital, people and idea) and sudden (everywhere at once, make a lot of people behind and difficult to control). Effects of globalization are positive as well as negative. Many people continue to benefit from it but they do not share the formula of success. We should need change culture in our society. We also need to recognize that each sector of our society such as government, business and our civil society has different roles to play and are should be complementing not competing. We need to talk about R&D and human resource policy, strategic investment and strategic market. We need to find appropriate environment to support the change. We also need to have a clear room of the gain locally, regionally and internationally. We should not allow those who choose to maintain status quo to benefit from unnecessary protection because that would be a very bad example for those who try to change to stop from changing. There are four important things in our lives. First is private sector which is the most important economic actor. We must think regionally and globally to find out on our needs and need to advise the government and check the readiness of 3 C's: knowledge, competence and the connection to be able to combat in globalization era. We cannot continue to think domestically or locally alone anymore. We need also to spend not less than 50-60% of our time for the future. Government is the most powerful institution of every country and needs to be reformed, citizen-driven and reducing gaps of income distribution. The legislation because it is the most important tool of any countries. We need also the law that harmonize with the international standard and also recognize internationally. We must pay more attention to the process. The right people, idea and capital must go hand in hand and we don’t allocate the money for it. Both networking and partnership in private sector are the key to success of making changes. Finally, we need the leaders who can provide leadership for change and instill the change in our society like creating the right environment for it to happen in the right direction.

Prof. Dr. Donald Hellmann, Director of APEC Center, University of Washington, Seattle

He was extremely impressed with the dinner and luncheon speeches of the forum and perceived that the forum provided values and provoked occasion for people to share their expertise which are not easily revealed. In addition, he noticed that one of the most distinctive things about Asia was the proliferation to form a new group of the globalism, so does this forum. Furthermore, Dr. Fung’s presentation stimulated him to recommend the future forum to look for niches and try to duplicate the generic and the broad way what other forum analyst seminar do. He also talked about the importance of the partnership between private sector and government as income sources, efficiency and national good. Moreover, we are in turbulent world so we need to address the adequacy of international institutions and Asia should begin a dialogue fitting into the global system, just assuring the Asianess of us all and to balance the benefits with United States. 

Dr. Chira Hongladarom

- In fact, we had to be patient about our achievement because most of the achievement was within yourself. 

- He benefited from this because I developed learning culture which could be beneficial 

- We should transform the benefits as a part of institutional benefits because when we leave the Foundation is still important and we have to uplift our institution 

- Globalization should be seriously studied. 

- A lot of serious networking among different people and empirical data are needed in order to monitor that. 

- The speakers in this Leadership Forum had very similar opinions about globalization.

- These ideas should be put into practice in solving problem. 

- He thanked all the speakers, the Chairman of the Organizing Committee, the Board, the Executive Committee, Academic Committee and staff. 

Ambassador of Belgium

- There should be more time for discussion and more European participants.

Ambassador of Holland

- Formerly, diplomas did not involve in economic life.

- Nowadays, they have strengthened the close relationship with companies and encourage people to enter chain of commerce. This is a way Thailand should use for create win-win situation with other countries.

Boonreung Katchamat, From Surin

- This foundation is young but strong. 

- He was very happy to join and found it a great forum with very great theme "rethinking". 

- He learned that this forum focused on tourism, trading and business between GMS countries but ignored the history and culture. 

- The future recommended topic should focus on history and culture because it helps everyone know each other and ease contact and communication. He would like to invite everyone visit Surin.

Dr. Wiwat, professor from Chulalongkorn University and former advisor to former Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai

- Globalization does not belong to a particular country but has to be viewed like an instrument in foreign affairs used by any countries.

- The discussion has been dominated by the liberal views so he suggested to include real problems in this forum

- Change and continuity are important.

Zhang Zhongcho, the Vice President of Asia Institute, China

- This is a very impressive conference. 

- He saw several network, friendship and welcoming signs such as smiling face, hand shakes with me. 

- Globalization needs harmony, friends, neighbors, peace and economic development. These are a soul of developing countries especially China. 

- China has a lot of problems to be tackled. China would like to meet with those people having a similar problem, cooperate and learn from each other. 

- He said thank you.

Mr. Sirisampanh Vorachith, the Deputy Director General of Ministry of Commerce, Laos

- He would like to thank for development and inviting him to this Leadership Forum. 

- He has learned a lot and the topic of this is a major concerned for the Laos PDR.

- Laos is now experiencing several changes such as the sub-regional and regional integration, preparation for WTO membership and economic development.

- Laos' demands includes active cooperation and working and partnership. 

- Laos' current actions are trying their best to benefit from the globalization and especially, working hard for the institutional capacity building and learning from neighboring countries. 

- He also found workshops very interesting and helpful for Laos' development especially in term of infrastructure.

Representatives from Vietnam 

- She thanked the Foundation for inviting her. 

- She talked about the role of GMS organization such as development activities in Vietnam run by organizations and members, observable gift and friendship, good cooperation and within the GMS countries and contribution to the economic aspect. 

Mr. U Lynn Aung Win, General Manager, Universal Traders Ltd., Myanmar

- He was firstly invited by Dr. Chira who in turn had persuaded Dr. Jingjai to make selection of participants from the GMS countries.

- He thanked the Foundation, Dr. Chira, Dr. Jingjai and all the members and other responsible persons.

- He learned a lot from this forum and will be utilized for the gains from this forum as much as possible for he has done to Myanmar in the year.

